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TO THE PUBLIC. 


Tar Publishers, in commencing ano- 
ther volume, deem it their duty to ex- 
press their thanks to those who have pa- 
tronized the Journal, as Subscribers and 
Agents. At the same time, they are under 
the necessity of stating, that, unless the 
subscriptions are all punctually paid, they 
will sustain a considerable loss. The 
price of the Journal is so exceedingly 
low, that a large subscription list, and 
punctuality in payment, will be necessary 
to defray the expenses. 

They are induced, however, to attempt 
to continue the Journal at its present low 
rate, from an earnest desire to diffuse re- 
ligious information particularly useful and 
interesting to Episcopalians, as extensively 
as possible. They are aware of the difficulty 
of so conducting the Journal as to make 
it satisfactory to all descriptions of rea- 
ders. Its literary selections recommend 
it to some; while others would prefer its 
devotion solely to religious information. 
But, independently of all other consider- 
ations, the Publishers presume to think, 
that the feligious documents which the 
Journal contains, particularly in relation 
to the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
this country, should recommend it to the 
patronage of all Episcopalians. It con- 
veys, in a speedy manner, and in a cheap 
form, information relative to the Church, 
which all Episcopalians should receive ; 
und which it may be of importance to 
them to preserve. The Publishers will 
be grateful for original communications ; 
and, influenced as they are in this publi- 
cation, solely by an earnest desire to pro- 
mote the interests of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, they trust that all the friends 
of that Church will extend their patron- 
age to the Journal, and endeavour to pro- 
mote its circulation. 


Vou. Il. 


Brier Notices of the Lire and 
Cuaracrer of the Rev. Joun Bow- 
DEN, D.D. Professor of Moral Phi- 
losophy in Columbia College. 


Tut Rev. Dr. Bownpen was the eldest 
son of Thomas Bowden, Esq. an officer in 
his Britanic Majesty’s 46th regiment of 
foot. This regiment was stationed in 
Ireland @t the time of lis birth, which was 
in January, 1751. His father came with 
his regiment tc America upon the break- 
ing out of the French war, and he soon 
after followed him, under the charge of 
a clergyman of the Church of England. 
On his arrival he studied for, and was en- 
tered at Princeton College, where he re- 
mained but two years; his father return- 
ing with his regiment to Ireland, he went 


with him. After remaining some time - 


there, he came to America in 1770, and 
entered King’s (now Columbia) College, 
where he graduated in 1772. Soon after 
he left college he commenced the stady 
of Divinity, and went home to England, 
where he was ordained Deacon by the 
Right Rev. Dr. Keppel, Bishop of Exeter, 
in 1774. He was ordained Priest by the 
Rev. Dr. Terrick, Bishop of London. 

In the summer of 1774 he returned to 
New-York, where he was settled as an 
assistant minister in Trinity Church, in 
conjunction with the late Bishop Moore. 
Soon after the revolutionary war broke 
out the churches were shut up, im ex- 
pectation that the British troops would 
take possession of the city: he retired to 
Norwalk, in Connecticut. When the 
British troops took possession of Long- 
Island and New-York he returned ; but, 
on account of the weakness of his veice, 
he declined preaching in Trinity Church, 
and retired to Jamaica, on Long-Island, 
where he occasionally assisted the Rey. 
Mr. Bloomer, rector of that parish. Upon 
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2 Remarks onthe Life, &c. of Dr. Bowden. 


the evacuation of this city he went to 
Norwalk, and took charge of the church 
in December, 1784. He continued there 
until October, 1789; when, owing to the 
weak state of his lungs, he accepted an 
invitation to take charge of the church at 
St. Croix, in the West-Indies. After re- 
maining in that island about two years he 
found that his voice was no better, and 
that the climate had debilitated and weak- 
ened his constitution. He was under the 
painful necessity of relinquishing preach- 
ing altogether. He returned to the Unit- 
ed States, and settled at Stratford, in 
Connecticut. After residing there some 
time, he took charge of the Episcopal Ac- 
cademy in Cheshire, Connecticut, in 1796, 
where he continued until he was appoint- 
ed, in the year 1805, Professor of Moral 
Philosophy and Belles Letters in Colum- 
bia College. In this situation he remain- 
ed, discharging its duties with exemplary 
fidelity, until the summer of 1817, when 
his declining health induced him to take 
a journey to Ballston Springs, where he 
departed this life, July 3lst, 1817. 

Dr. Bowden was distinguished as an 
able advocate and defender of the Church ; 
for which duties he was eminently quali- 
fied by his extensive acquirements im 
theology, and by his powers of clear and 
forcible reasoning. He considered the 
Church of which he was a minister as 
pure in her doctrine, apostolic in her mi- 
nistry, and primitive and evangelical in 
her worship ; and, therefore, she possessed 
his warmest attachment; and her pros- 
perity was the object that occupied his 
labours and his prayers. Having derived 
his opinions on the subject of the consti- 
tution of the Christian Church from the 
writings of those carly ages, when, under 
the ministrations and government of dio- 
cesan bishops, her visible unity was pre- 
served, he opposed, with equal zeal and 
ability, the encroachments of pepery on 
prumitive episcopacy, and those separa- 
tions fromthe orders of the ministry, con- 
stituted by Christ and his apostles, by 
which Protestants are rent into sects al- 
most without number. He advocated and 
defended episcopacy, as that apostolic and 
primitive bond of visible unity, by which 


ajone Christians can maintain the unity of 
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the Spirit. He was, indeed, a Churchman 
of the Old School, which ranks among its 
leaders Hooker, and Taylor, and Hammond, 
and, in more modern times, Horne, and 
Jones of Nayland ; men distinguished by 
the union in their writings of evangelical 
truth with apostolic order, and, in their 
lives, of fervent piety with déep hu- 
mility. After the model of these mas- 
ters of theology, he enforced the peculiar 
truths of the gospel, unmixed with the 
dangerous speculations of Calvinism, 
which he exposed in many of his writings, 
with great keenness and strength of argu- 
ment ; and, while he strenuously insisted 
on salvation through the merits of the 
Redeemer and the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
he checked the excesses of enthusiasm 
and schism; by maintaining that the 
merits and grace of Christ ate applied to 
the soul of the penitent believer, in union 
with the Church for which the Redeemer? 
shed his blood, and which the Holy Spirit 
animates, by the regular and devout par- 
ticipation of its duly administered ordi- 
nances. His sermons were remarkable 
for weight of matter, and great simplicity 
and conciseness of style ; and, before his 
voice failed him, his delivery was forcible 
and ‘interesting. Simplicity and dignity 
were those traits of his character which 
distinguished and adorned all his deport- 
mentand actions, and rendered impressive 
and interesting all his cohduct as a 
Christian and a man. Unaffected in his 
piety, sincere and disinterested in his 
friendships, amiable and benevolent in 
social intercourse, he was beloved and 
revered wherever he wasknown. A fund 
of useful and entertaining information 
rendered his conversation a source of 
pleasure and instruction. His character, 
however, is so justly delineated in the 
annexed extract, as to render unnecessary 
our longer dwelling upon it. In his writ- 
ings Dr. Bowden hus left a valuable lega- 
cy to the Church; and to them, we trust, 
her sons will often have recourse for in- 
formation as to her principles, and for the 
means of defending them. 


The following is a list of his writings : 
1. A Letter, from John Bowden, A. M. 
Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Norwalk. 

to the Rev. Ezra Stiles; D.D. LL.) 
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President of Yale College ; occasioned 
by sothe Passages concerning Church 
Government, in an Ordination Ser- 
mon, preached at New-London, May 

* 17th, 1787. 

. A Second Letter from John Bowden, 
A. M. Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
Norwalk, to the Rev. Dr. Stiles, Pre- 
sident of Yale College. In this Letter 
the Rev. Dr. Chauncy’s Complete View 
of Episcopacy until the Close of the 
second Ceniury, is particular'y consi- 
dered; and some Remarks are made 
upon a few Passages of Dr. Stiles’s 
Election Sermon. 

. A Letter from a Weaver to the Rev. 
Mr. Sherman, occasioned by a Publi- 
cation of his in the Fairfield Gazette, 
for the Vurpose of “ Pinching the 
Episcopalian Clergy with the Truth.” 

4. An Address from John Bowden, A.M. 
to the Members of the Episcopal 
Churcli in Stratford ; to which is add- 
ed a Letter tothe Rev. Mr. Jas. Sayre. 

. Two Letters to the Editor of the Chris- 
tian’s Magazine; by a Churchman. 

6. A Letter from a Churchman to his 
Friend in New-Haven ; containing a 
few Stricturcs on a Pamphlet signed 
$8.0. 

. Some Remarks in favour of the Divi- 
sion of the General Convention of the 
Church into two Houses; the House of 
Bishops, and the House of Lay-Depu- 
ties; the one having a negative on the 
other. [We have not this pamphlet 
in our possession, and are not able to 
state its precise title. | 

8. A full-length Portrait of Catvinism. 
9. The Essentials of Ordination. 

10. The Apostolic Origin of Episcopacy 
asserted, in a Series of Letters, ad- 
dressed to the Rev. Dr. Miller, one 
of the Pastors of the United Presbyte- 
rian Churches in the city of New-York. 

It. A Series of Letters, addressed to the 
Rev. Dr. Miller, in answer to his Con- 
tinuation of Letters concerning the 
Constitution and Order of the Chris- 
tian Ministry. 

12. Observations, by a Protestant, ona 
Profession of Catholic Faith, by a 
Clergyman of Baltimore, and with 
the Authority of the Right Rev. 
Bishop Carroil. 

——- = 

Extract froma Sermon delivered at 
Grace Church, New-York, by the 
Rev. Dr. Bowen, on the Sunday 
after Intelligence had been received 
of the lamented Death of the Rev. 

r. Bownen, Professor of Moral 
Philosophy and Rhetoric in Colum- 
bia Coliege—from Heb. xi. 13, 14. 


I xxow not, however, how I can 
hetter enforce exhortations such as 
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these,* than by referring you to the 
exemplification of the principles in 


which they are founded, which ren- - 


dered the life of a venerable servant 
of God, recently taken from among 
us, so honourable, so useful and in- 
structive: ‘This eminent and excel- 
lent person had long sustained, in the 
eyes of many whom I now address, 
the character of religious virtue, 
which I have endeavoured to pour- 
tray, as that which a sincere convic- 
tion of the Christian doctrine of life 
and immortality will almost infallibly 
produce. None who knew him could 
fail to perceive, that, as a pilgrim 
seeking a better, even an heavenly 
country, he pursued the path of life ; 
alike’ in all he did, in all he enjoyed, 
and all he suffered, having respect to 
the recompense of the reward reserved 
for the faithful im the Heavens. It 
was this which gave to the character 
of his virtue an elevation and purity, 
a vivacity and cheerfulness, a forti- 
tude ané vigour, whieh made it vir- 
tue of no common kind im the eyes of 
any who had opportunity of knowing 
it. The character and life of Dr. 
Bowpen were, indeed, such as no 
ather priticiple could have formed and 
anunated, but that strong and clear 
Christian conviction, which estimates 
the things which are seen and tempo- 
ral, by no rule but their subservieney 
to the things which are unseen and 
eternal. For when, the minister of 
God is seen, as he was, so long as Pro- 
vidence permitted him, to exercise 
the pastoral function, diligently and 
anxiously labouring, with all his heart 
end mind, for the defence and diffusion 
of Divine Truth, and the happiness 
and salvation of men; when the in- 
structor of the young is seen, as he 
was, for more than twenty years, guid- 
ing their affections and their views, 
through all the obiects and purposes 
of human learning, to that honour, 
which, coming from God, 80 far tran- 
scends all human favour and applause ; 
when the man is seen, as he was, till 
near threescore years and ten, in pri- 
vate life, unexceptionably and blame- 





* Exhortations to act, enjoy, and suffer, 
so as to make evident a sincere desire, 
and pursuit of the things which are above 
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lessly faithful to all the duties of its 
various relations, of husband, father, 
friend ; in social life, righteous, be- 
nevolent, candid, and kind, in a de- 
gree which places him beyond the 
possibility of reproach, and defies 
even that ingenuity of malice, whose 
favourite subject is the fairest virtue : 
into what influence but that of the 
faith, which lifting the soul above the 
world, and the things thereof, brings 
it where the spirit that is from above 
becomes its animating principle, can 
we resolve the character? There are 
those, I am confident, in this assem- 
bly, who will bear me witness, that 
I am not uttering the language of 
unfounded panegyric. I know that 
I speak from my own heart, to those 
of some present at least, the jus¢ tri- 
bute of affection; to the memory of 
one whose excellence in all Christian 
virtue was as rare as it was admired. 
Of the intellectual and literary 
character of the deceased, this is not 
the place or the occasion for the eulo- 
gium which it claims of his survivors. 
et, on this, were I permitted, I 
could dwell with fondness and delight. 
He was, indeed, in this view, a burn- 
ing and a shining light, and we were 
willing jor a season to rejoice in his 
light. Of his character, however, in 
this respect, we may here speak the 
praise, which we know is all that he 
would value. His studies, laborious 
as they were, were sanctified by the 
faith which makes the glory of God, 
and the advancement of his truth, the 
true end of all human pursuits ; and 
all his attainments in science were 
but the materials of usefulness to the 
eause in which the supreme delight 
of his life was placed, the cause of 
God and virtue. In him the ambi- 
tion of human favour and distinction 
(alas! how rare an excellence is this 
of the eminent in human learning) 
- was the last motive of exertion. I say 
not that he was insensible to the praise 
of men: this had been, perhaps, no 
virtue. But it was evident enough 
-to those who knew him, to make him 
--the object of their affectionate admi- 
ration, that in him the sensibility to 
the praise of men, considered as a 
motive, was lost and absorbed in the 
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solicitude he felt to be, to the utmost 
that his powers and influence admit- 
ted, an instrument of good to the 
Church of the Redeemer, and the fa- 
mily for which he vouchsafed to bleed. 
Faithfulness to conscious obligation, 
as a member and minister of the 
Church of Christ, was, in a word, in 
all the stations which he filled, in all 
the employments of his mind, and all 
the exertions of its powers, the pre- 
dominant principle of his conduct. 
And while the tribute of respect, for 
the ability and learning he had so 
honourably manifested, was brought 
him from every quarter of our com- 
munion, it was valued by himself 
only as a testimony that he had not 
failed of his purpose; that of con- 
tributing of the resources God had 
given, to the interests of truth, and 
the prevalence and stability of princi- 
ples, which he considered adiiese- 
sably essential to the welfare and in- 
tegrity of that kingdom of Christ on 
earth, through which he was labour- 
ing to pass to the treasure, which, 
Jaid up in Heaven, constantly attract- 
ed thither the best affections and 
the warmest solicitudes of his heart. 
Through a life of labour and of care, 
thus characterised in all its periods, 
and through all its varying scenes, by 
the purifying and elevating influence 
of the Christian hope of eternal life, 
and the correspondent estimate and 
use of all earthly things, our venera- 
ble and beloved brother has passed, 
through a peaceful and tranquil death, 
to join, we believe, the great compa- 
ny of the just, whose names are writ- 
ten in Heaven. We have cause, as 
a Church, to mourn his removal from 
us, although he had so well filled up 
the usual measure of human days. 
For even amidst the infirmities which 
the severity of his mental labours* 





* The last work of Dr. Bowden’s pen 
given to the press, was “ Observations, by 
a Protestant, on a Profession of Catholic 
Faith, by a Clergyman of Baltimore, and 
with the authority of the Right Rev. Bishop 
Carroll’ This work was undertaken un- 


der the influence of an apprehension, per- 
haps unnecessarily indulged, that the 
Protestant Faith might be shaken in some 
minds, by some recent instances of de 
fection and delusion of a somewhat ex 
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had gathered on him, he was still 
one of the brightest ornaments, and, 
through the well-founded influence of 
his sentiments, and the venerable dig- 
nity of his whole character and con- 
duct, one of the most useful members 
of our household of faith. Fervent in 
spirit, too, as the seryant of the Lord, 
to the very last possibility of his use- 
fulness to his Church, he was found, 
even by the arrest that took him from 
us, at the post of honourable service, 
and was willing to breathe out his 
spirit there. 

Brethren, we must mourn ; we can- 
not but reasonably mourn the de- 
parture of one, whose presence among 
us was still so much our delight and 
confidence, and whose light, though 
the brilliancy of its earlier lustre was 
gone, still shone with a fulness of 
pure undazzled lumination, on which 
the eye of affection rested with an 
unwearying contemplation. Gone, 
however, to the reward of his fidelity, 
let not our hearts repine at his gain. 
Tt is the Lord, let him do what seem- 
eth to him good.’ 

Nor let us, in the multitude of our 
sorrows, as members of the Church 
and of society, for the loss of this ex- 
cellent servant of Christ, and of his 
brethren for Christ’s sake, forget the 
sorrows of those who mourn in this 
event the husband and the parent, to 
them inestimably dear. Let us, as 
becomes us, supplicate in their behalf, 
the God of all comfort, who alone 
can sustain their souls in this their 
day of bitter extremity; and in the 
spirit of sympathetic concern for their 
bereavement, commend them to the 
Father of the fatherless, and the wi- 
dow’s trust, even God in his holy ha- 
bitation, and to the precious interpo- 
sition of his providence. 

Brethren, the honour done to the 
dead is for the benefit of the living. 
We would claim in your hearts a 
place for the memory of this eminent- 





traordinary character. Its excellent au- 
thor was animated to the labour of it, 
under great infirmity of body, by a solici- 
tude for the interests of truth; which, 
having characterised his whole life, seem- 
ed literally to consume its last feeble re- 
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ly holy man ; because in the remem- 
brance of worth like his, there is a 
continual incitement to all that is 
good and all thatis happy. Remem- 
bering, then, his ardent love of the 
truth, as it is in Jesus, and his active 
zeal for its interests; remembering 
his benevolence and kindness towards 
all his fellow men, however distin- 
guished from him by denomination, 
tenets, pursuits, or condition; re- 
membering the cheerfulness of enjoy- 
ment, and the humble patience of suf- 
fering, with which he pursued the 
way of his pilgrimage, through the 
probation of mortality, to the rest that 
remaineth for the people of God, ix 
that better, even that heavenly coun- 
try, into which Christ has opened the 
prospect of faith—let us be follow- 
ers together of the example of reli- 
gious virtue which he has left; and 
while the young cherish the grateful 
impression of his labours for their 
good, and his wise and pious counsels, 
let none forget, that as to such it be- 
longs to bear the honour of the Di- 
vine favour and approbation, so to 
such it no less belongs to be re- 
membered with honour and affection 
by men, as those by whose examples 
Heaven would animate and guide 
them in the pursuit of life eternal. 





—_—__—_—so 


On the Common Prayer Book, 


Persons who use the Prayer Book 
should consider it a great advan 
that they are enabled to unite in 
lic service, with both the voice and the 
heart. To bear a part ourselves in 
the worship of the congregation will 
make us attentive ; for when required 
to unite with the voice, we are, by 
common sense, required to unite with 
the mind also. Besides, to have a 
bool before us, in which the substance 
of our devotion is laid down, will 
actually help us to worship; for the 
book impresses the eye, while the 
voice of the minister impresses the 
ear; and the double impression, if 
attended to, is powerful, and will 
raise distinctly in our minds the senti- 
ments of devotion, and the feelings of 
solemnity. Such being, in part, the 
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advantage of using a Prayer Book, 
it will be proper to explain the offices 
of morning and evening prayers. 

If we have been seriously impress- 
ed with the awful truths of religion ; 
if we have felt the continual sinful- 
ness of our hearts and lives, this feel- 
ing will be uppermost whenever we 
worship our Maker. Hence it is pro- 
per to begin worship with an acknow- 
ledgment of sin. And this acknow- 
ledgment is not only proper in itself, 
but it is also enjoined in scripture. 
Public service, therefore, begins by 
the minister’s reading one or more 
passages of scripture to that effect ; 
and then exhorting the congregation 
to confess their sins with a “ pure 
heart :” he bids them not dissemble, 
nor cloak their offences;—i. e. not 
hide them from themselves, nor ex- 
cuse them before God. Then imme- 
diately follows a full confession of 
things undone which ought to have 
been done, and of things done which 
ought not to have been done, and of 
their being no health in us—i, e. of 
our being thoroughly diseased with 
sin. While we make this sclemn 
offering to God, each individual 
should acknowledge in his heart, his 
own particular sins ; he should bring 
to mind the crimes and follies he has 
been guilty of, and the duties he has 
omitted. If all will do this with sin- 
cerity, and with full resolution to 
amend, there cannot arise before ihe 
Throne a fuller confession than that 
in the Prayer Book.—It should be ut- 
tered by all, and with an audible 
voice ; for whatever comes from the 
lips of the congregation should be as 
the * voice of a great multitude, and 
as the voice of many waters.” (Rev. 
xix. 6.) 

In every congregation there will 
doubtless be some who have made 
the above confession jn sincerity. 
Sjich are entitled to hear from the 
minister a declaration of pardon ; not 
an unconditional pardon; for it is 
declared to them only, who, “ with 
hearty repentance and true faith, turn 
unto God ;” not an actual pardon; 
for the protestant minister leaves that 
with his Master; but that solemn as- 
surance, or invoking of pardon, which 
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seems to have been ordered by our 
Saviour, when he ordained the twelve 
to be ministers. (John, xx. 23.)— 
The humble worshipper should here 
listen to the priest with sincere gra- 
titude to God. 

Next follows the Lord’s Prayer. 
This being a form of words directed 
by our Saviour himself, the respect is 
paid to it of requiring the whole con- 
gregation to repeat it whenever it is 
used, and of inserting it in every one 
of the services ; in morning and even- 
ing prayers; before the sermon; in 
the communion ; in the office of bap- 
tism, &. And this is peculiarly pro- 
per; for all that we can pray for is 
coutained in it ; of course, all that we 
omit in other prayers, we remember 
inthis. It is placed after the con- 
fession, as being a short and compre- 
hensive summary of our petitions, 
calculated to give utterance to all our 


feelings, without wearying them with 
. fo) b] o 


the severer parts of devetion. 

We then enter on a more enliven- 
ing duty, that of praise. We first ask 
of God that he will open our lips ; 
i. e. sanctify the words by which we 
are to show forth his praise ; then, ris- 
ing from the posture of prayer, we 
give glory to the Godhead, Three in 
One. The minister then invites the 
people ; “ Praise ye the Lord,” (the 
same in English es Hallelujah in He- 
brew) and the people, accepting this 
invitation, proceed with the minister 
to celebrate the praises of Jehovah. 
For this purpose we use the inspired 
language of the psalms. The psalms 
have all of them a spiritual meaning. 
In some this meaning is plain; in 
others not so clear. But we must 
suppose David, or the King, to mean 
our Saviour ; his enemies, to be our 
spiritual foes ; Sion and Jerusalem, 
to be the Church, or body of be- 
lievers ; Moah, &c. to be its enemies; 
and so forth. A little attention, in 
this way, will show the psalms to be 
full of important meaning, and highly 
adapted to the spiritual understand- 
ing of serious persons. So that while 
we praise God, in the language of the 
psalms, we also improve and ‘comfort 
ourselves. 

Next follow the two lessons, from 
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the Old and New Testaments ; the 
benefit of which need not be pointed 
out. After each of them we again 
rise, and “ praise the Lord.” Then 
we repeat the sum and substance of 
our faith, as contained in the Creed :; 
this is useful to the whole congrega- 
tion, but particularly to the young 
and ignorant. The custom of bow- 
ing at the name of Jesus, is agreeable 
to ‘scripture, (Phil. ii. 10.) and,. in 
this place, the ceremony is full of 
meaning, for it is an acknowledgment 
that our Saviour is truly God. 

Of the prayers that come next 
nothing need be said ; no person, who 
reads them, can deny their excel- 
lence ; no person, whose heart gives 
meaning to their language, can deny 
that they utter all that the soul can 
desire. More especially, the Litany 
is both elegant and affecting; and it 
has this great advantage, that the 
voices of the people have a share in 
its supplications ; hy which means all 
are kept attentive, and are reminded 
that the public service is incomplete 
unless they join in it. At the end of 
the other prayers the people are to 
say Amgen; this is the custom, as re- 
corded in scripture, (1 Chron, xvi. 36. 
1 Cor. xiv. 16.) It should be pro- 
nounced loudly, and as with one 
voice. A Christian bishop of the 
early ages is said to have remarked, 
that when his congregation said Amen, 
it was like a clap of thunder ; and in 
the Revelations, the voice of the 
adoring multitude was as the voice of 
mighty thunderings. (Rev. xix. 6. 
and xiv.3.) f 

It cannot be expected that in so 
short a tract, all the beauty and ex- 
cellence of the public service should 
be set forth. Only one other advant- 
age will be noted—the service is al- 
most wholly in Seripture language, 
as will be seen by those who take the 
trouble to examine. : 


The following hints may be added : 
1. We should endeavour to be 


present at the beginning of service, 
for the most important part of devo- 
tion is the confession of our sins; 
aud we lose the opportunity of per- 
forming this duty, by not being sea- 
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sonably at church. To keep our 
minds seriously occupied before ser- 
vice has begun, we should utter a 
short prayer, and seek in the Bible 
or Prayer Book for some devout me- 
ditation. 

2. We should repeat loudly all 
paris of the service, in which the peo- 
ple are to unite with their voices, 
This is agreeable to common sense; 
for whispering and half whispering 
mars the whole beauty of such a wor- 
ship as ours.—It may be added, that 
all should join in chanting and sing- 
ing; for the best psalm tunes, and 
almost all the chants are simple my- 
sic, such as any one may learn. 

3. We should not wait to have 
our hearts excited before we join in 
the service ; we should bear our parts 
at once, and throughout with he 
attention. The blessed Spirit, who 
helpeth us to pray as we ought, will, 
we trust, give as great a blessing if 
we utter the service, as if we only 
listen to it. : 

4. We should not regard the ser- 
vice as a mere appendage to preach- 
ing. This is a most inconsiderate 
error; for our highest duty is to wor- 
ship God ; our highest privilege is to 
open our hearts to him in prayer and 
praise, that he may pour in a blessing. 
Our service contains more truth than 
any sermon ever written ; it is agreed 
by millions to be truth without error ; 
whereas sermons have the judgment 
of but one man that they are correct ; 
it is truth without enthusiasm ; and 
enthusiasm in language, while it ex- 
cites pious feeling, will often excite 
other feelings along with it. 

‘We should not be unwilling to let 
our pious thoughts be directed by so 
valuable a book; it will not lead us 
into improper reflections ; it will not 
restrain feelings truly devout. In pub- 
lic worship of every kind, the devo- 
tion of the congregation must be led ; 
and the sooner Episcopalians accustom 
their minds to the guidance of thé 
Prayer Book, the sooner will they 
love and profit by the duties of the 
sanctuary. Besides that, much of 
the language is borrowéd from Scrip- 
ture; many parts of the service were 
in use centuries and centuries age. 
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In these words, many a martyr has 
given utterance to the holiest and 
highest feelings of religion. These 
words, long accustomed to, have stir- 
red up anew the decaying spirit of 
many a departing Christian. The 
pious Episcopalian may safely intrust 

is feelings to such a guide. He 
need not fear that his piety will be 
misled, or his devotion prevented from 
expanding into the noblest exercise. 
While he “ prays with the spirit, he 
will pray with the understanding also.” 





ee 


Constitution of the Laptes’ Assocta- 
FION Of the City of Troy, for the 
Assistance of Students who intend 
to take Orders in the Episcopal 
Church. 


Article 1. Tue funds of the asso- 
ciation shall be devoted to the Assist- 
ance of Pious Young Men, of limited 
fortunes, who wish to qualify them- 
selves for the ministry in the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church. 

Art. 2. The officers of the society 
shall be a first and second directress, 
treasurer, and secretary, each of 
whom shall be chosen by ballot from 
among the members; and who, with 
ten managers, chosen in like manner, 
shall constitute a board, for the trans- 
action of all business in the recess of 
the society. 

Art. 3. The first directress shall 
preside in all meetings, whether of 
the board or society; shall have the 
casting vote when there is an equal 
division of either; and may call a 
special meeting with the advice of the 
other officers. 

Art.4. The second directress shall 
perform all the duties of the first, i 
the absence of that lady. ! 

Art.5. The treasurer shall receive 
and credit all monies paid or present- 
ed to the society, and shall keep a 
faithful account of all disbursements, 
and for what purpose made ; and shall 
exhibit the state of the funds at each 
meeting of the society. 

Art. 6. The secretary shall kee 
arecord of the proceedings of eac 
meeting, and shall exhibit her minutes 
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when requested either by the board 
or society. 

Art. 7. No monies shall be drawn 
from the treasury but by vote of the 
board, ard by an order signed by the 
first directress. 

Art. 8. ‘Twelve members shall 
form a quorum, who, with the requi- 
site number of officers, shall be coms 
petent to transact all business. 

Art.9. Any female subscribing 
Fifty Cents annually, shall be consi- 
dered a member. 

Art. 10. The society shall meet 
the last Wednesday in November, 
February, May, and August; the 
meeting in November to be the amni- 
versary, 

No additions, alterations, or amend- 
ments can be made to the foregoing 
articles, but by vote of three-fourths 
of the number of members necessary 
to form a quorum. 


At their first anniversary meeting, 
held on Wednesday, the 26th of No- 
vember, 1817, the following officers 
were chosen: 


Mrs. Mary Mabbett, First Directress. 
Mrs. Ann Douglass, Second Ditto. 
Miss Lydia Kellogg, Treasurer. 
Miss Sarah Hull, Secretary. 


Managers. 
Mrs. Mary Warren. 
Mrs. Wells. 





Mrs. Margaret Kelloge. 
Mrs. Deborah Bishop. 
Miss Lorinda Delong. 
Miss Harriet Butler. 
Miss Eliza Kellogg. 
Miss Caroline Tibbits. 
Miss Harriet Selden. 
Miss Abigal Peebles. 


It appears, by the report of the 
treasurer, that they have one hundred 
and thirty dollars now on interest ; 
and that they are, likewise, collecting 
the subscriptions for the present year. 


The following address was deliver- 
ed before the society, at this meeting, 
by the Rev. Davin But er, Rector of 

. Paul’s Church, Troy : 


Lapis, 
I feel myself greatly honoured, in 
being called upon to attend with 
you upon this, your first apniversary 
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meeting ; and it falls in with my in- 
clination, no less than with my duty, 
to encourage you in the pious and be- 
nevolent object of your association. 

Created, as you were, by our bene- 
ficent God, to sooth, by your tender 
assiduities, those of our sex under the 
weight of the more rugged employ- 
ments that fall to our share ; to cheer 
with your vivacity our more gloomy 
and less flexible minds; to soften our 
hearts, and make them melt into pity, 
or expand with benevolence; you 
could not have combined in an object 
more congenial with your nature, or 
more acceptable to the God who made 
you for the enjoyment and the diffu- 
sion of happiness, than that of your 
present undertaking. If it was by 
your sex that sin and misery were 
first introduced into the world, you 
seem to be disposed to make all the 
reparation in your power for the for- 
mer, by pointing man to the fountain 
opened for its purification ; and to al- 
leviate, as far as possible, the latter, 
by your tender sympathies and vigi- 
jant attentions. But, alas ! man, who 
followed you too readily in the trans- 
gression, is not now so quick to move 
in the direction to which you point, 
nor to participate with you in your 
benevolent designs. I hope, however, 
that your combined efforts will rouse 
our attention, and influence us more 
effectually in the way of duty, than 
your separate and individual endea- 
vours have hitherto done. The great 
object of your present association is 
to promote the religion of Christ; to 
furnish his Church. with administra- 
tors of its sacred rights and ordinan- 
ces; to send forth the heralds of his 
gospel to proclaim pardon and recon- 
ciliation to a rebellious world; to 
preach repentance and remission of 
sins in his name; and to invite all, 
even the most profligate and aban- 
doned, to come unto him and be 
saved. 

Though it is not your province to 
officiate as ministers of religion ; to 
be clothed with authority to proclaim 
the gospel, and administer its ordi- 
nances; yet you can be greatly use- 
ful to those who act in this capacity ; 
and, by your endeavours and your 
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substance, can assist in providing and 
qualifying young men for the exercise 
of this important office. 

Under the Jewish dispensation 
God elevated one family only to the 
holy office of the priesthood; and 
every other person was rohibited, 
by the severest penalties, from com- 
ing nigh him in the discharge of its 
sacred functions. But under the mild 
and more extended economy of the 
gospel, the priesthood has been thrown 
open to all the families of the Chris+ 
tian Church; those iri the most hum- 
ble situations may participate of its 
honour, when qualified by suitable 
graces of the heart, and farnished 
with those intellectual ‘accomplish- 
ments necessary to enable them tq 
teach, and to give efficacy to their sa- 
cred administrations. This being the 

case, it is most laudable in you te 
unite your endeavours in finding out 
young men of pious dispositions and 


sound minds; and contributing of 


your substance towards their educa- 
tion; that so they may be furnished 
with knowledge, and clothed with au- 
thority, to render their graces and 
their native powers more extensively 
useful. 

~ What renders this object more pe- 
culiarly important is, that at present 
there is so little enc ‘ouravement, in @ 
worldly point of view, to enter ‘the 
ministry of the Church, that it is 
greatly to be feared that opulent fa 
milies will be loath to educate their 
sons with a view to a profession sa 
little inviting ; and young men who 
are educated, ‘of whatever descri 
tion, unless impelled by the strongest 
sense of duty, will shrink from an un- 
dertaking attended with so many dif- 
ficulties, and which offers so few 
worldly advantages ; though it seems 
almost impossible that any one who 
devotes his time to the study of the 
religion of Christ, should not feel his 
heart warmed in his sacred cause: 
Yet there is no doubt but the Churcl: 
would be better served than it usually 
has been, could a method be devised 
for seeking out young men of — 
minds, of good elocution, and deeply 


impressed with sentiments of religion, 
and furnishing them with a suitable 
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education, to serve im its sacred minis- 
try. This now isthe object for which 
you have combined ; and, as far as 
your powers extend, the Church will 
* be furnished with ministers of this de- 
scription. And what joy must it give 
you to usher even one from obscurity 
into the vineyard of our Lord, with a 
heart warmed in the sacred cause of 
his Master ; qualified to rouse the sin- 
ner to repentance ; to animate and en- 
courage the saint in his painful con- 
flicts; to pour balm into the wounds 
of the afflicted of every description ; 
and successfully lead all, who are not 
incorrigibly perverse, in the ways of 
peace and happiness. ‘To behold this, 
or even to anticipate it, will afford 
you more true joy than all the splen- 
dours that can be procured by wealth ; 
than all the gratifications the world 
can give. This joy is divine ; it flows 
directly from God, and brings us in- 
to conformity with his image. He, 
when he saw us all perishing, sent 
his own Son into the world to redeem 
us. When, therefore, we see others 
perishing, and use our efforts to pro- 
vide for their escape, we act towards 
them as God has acted towards us all ; 
and, by so doing, we please him, and 
become in our degree like him. I 
hope, therefore, that it is purely with 
this pious and benevolent design that 
you have entered upon your present 
undertaking. 

The Church to which you belong 
was never perfectly organized in this 
country till since the Revolutionary 
War; its defects, therefore, till that 
time were principally to be ascribed 
to its mutilated state; but it has at 
present all the officers assigned it by 
its Divine Head and Founder ; and, 
therefore, requires nothing now but 
the careful attention of its private 
members to their duty ; and that these 
officers should be such as the nature 
of their functions require, not only to 
adorn it with external beauty, but to 
make it all glorious within. You, 


respected Ladies, are now contribut- 
ing to both of these purposes. By 
pniting your endeavours to find out 
and educate suitable young men for 
the ministry, you are fulfilling a duty 
highly becoming you as private mem- 
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bers of the Church; and if you are 
equally attentive to all your social 
and domestic duties, and successful in 
this, you will then have been instru- 
mental in rendering the Church what 
it was designed by its Divine Founder, 
to be a city worthy the joy of the 
whole earth; its public officers respect- 
ed and venerated for their learning, 
wisdom, and piety; and its private 
members following them in the ways 
of peace and holiness. 

That all who are called to officiate 
in the sacred office, to the prepara- 
tion for which you are uniting your 
endeavours and contributing of your 
substance; that all such should be 
richly furnished with knowledge, and 
plentifully endowed with wisdom and 
grace, is deeply felt by him who ad- 
dresses you; who, conscious of his 
own defects, is sometimes almost 
ready to sink under the weight of his 
charge. 

Think for a moment of the situation 
of a minister, under the awful respon- 
sibility of the charge of immortal 
souls; the necessity of being called 
upon perpetually to speak something 
that may be profitable to his hearers ; 
frequently invited to attend scenes of 
the’ most tender distress; to sooth the 
afflicted ; to administer consolation in 
the chambers of the sick, the sorrow- 
ful, the dying : sometimes sought too 
by departing souls, that have made no 
provision for the world into which 
they are entering; and requested by 
them to speak that peace to their 
troubled minds, which he finds it not 
in his power to dos to direct tender 
consciences in the most difficult in- 
stances of duty; desirous of duing 
right, of pleasing, and saving all; yet 
subject, from infirmity, to err in doing 
his best ; to displease, even when he 


does right ; and to fail of his object, — 


when he has done all his Master _re- 
quires him todo, This, you must 
see, is a difficult situation. —* Who is 
sufficient for these things?” and who, 
that has undertaken them, can escape 
many days or many niglits without a 
bleeding heart, and a mind agitated 
with the most pajnfui sensations ? 
Yes, these are the difficulties, the 
duties, the sorrows, to which the 
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young pupil you are contributing to 
prepare for the ministry is to be call- 
ed. I presume, therefore, that you 
will grudge neither pains nor expense 
in furnishing him with all they can 
bestow, to qualify him for so difficult 
an undertaking. Nor will you, under 
the sense that all the ministers of re- 
ligion have like passions and infirmi- 
ties as other men, cease your prayers 
for them, that they may be replenish- 
ed with heavenly grace, and continu- 
ally watered with the dew of the Di- 
vine blessing. But, after all the en- 
dowments with which they can be 
furnished, and all the prayers you can 
offer for them, they may not always 
be successfu!. They may plant and 
water, but it is God only that can 
give the increase ; as all does not de- 
pend on the seed which is sown by 
the husbandman, but mich on the 
svil ; so it is with the preacher. Un- 
less the hearers are prepared for a 
suitable reception of the word, it will 
not take effect ; it will bring no fruit 
to perfection. 
t me here impress it upon you, 
my female friends, that the Church 
you are endeavouring to serve is not 
like a military regiment, seeking, by 
competition with others, glory and re- 
nown, merely by swelling her num- 
bers, or giving externa! brillianey to 
her exploits; much less is she set in 
hostile array against any who are 
called by the Christian name. No, 
she has a very different end in view, 
which is to promote and preserye 
truth. This is committed to her as 
a sacred deposit, which she must keep, 
if all men speak evil of her, and for- 
sake her; even if she suffers persecu- 
tion for so doing ; otherwise she loses 
the character, given by an apostle of 
the Church, as being the ground and 
illar of the Truth. It is the spirit of 
r divine organization and all her in- 
stitutions to impose humility and 
meekness into the minds of a!l her 
members ; to dispose them to subor- 
dination and order within their own 
sacred fold; to bind her children to- 
gether in thé tenderest charity ; and 
to expand their hearts with the most 
benevolent affections for the whole of 
the human race. She refrains, in her 
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ministry, from mingling with others 
in the offices of religion; not from 
the want of personal respect for their 
talents, their piety, or their worth ; 
hut from a persuasion that it not only 
tends most to the preservation of the 
integrity of her own institutions, but 
that it is best calculated to secure a 
permanently good understanding even 
with those with whom she is so un- 
happy as to differ. 

Our claims to correctness are found- 
ed in the persuasion that our ministry, 
in all its orders, is of divine institu- 
tion; and that it has descended to us 
through the channel appointed by 
Christ himself; in the belief that our 
worship, doctrines, and sacraments 
are entirely conformable to the gos- 
pel ; Not in the opinion that our mem- 

ers are, personally, of all others the 
most holy, that they are the peculiar 
favourites of God. No, such arro- 
gance would be very unbecoming the 
followers of a meek and lowly Master. 

It is in the tiew I have now given 
you of the ministry, worship, doc- 
trines, ‘and sacraments of our Church, 
that we suppose it our bounden duty 
to conform to its ordinances, to pre- 
serve it in its purity, and to continue 
in its unity. Bat all this requires no 
hostility to any other Church. As 
those others are satisfied of the cor- 
rectness of theirs; as they are engag- 
ed in the same holy cause with us, of 
promoting piety and virtue in the 
world; it becomes us to respect them 
for their good intentions, and to re- 
joice at their success in arresting sin- 
ners in their course to ruin, and ring- 
ing their minds into the penitent, 
meek, humble, devout, and charitable 
frame, required by the gospel of 
Christ. We should not wish to 
thwart them in their honest endea- 
vours to do good; but only mildly 
point out to them the particular in- 
stances in which we suppose them 
to be mistaken. This benevolent of- 
fice we must likewise expect from 
them in their view of things; and if, 
for doing it, either we or they are of- 
fended, it will be unreasonable, and 
indicate rather the pride of the old 
man, than the meekness and humility 


of the new. A haughty contempt of 
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any of our fellow-creatures is ex- 
tremely wrong; and harshness of 
feeling and expression, towards any 
who are called by the Christian name, 
is totally inconsistent with the spirit 
of our religion. ‘To censure any, as 
destitute of holiness of heart, who 
wofess this religion, and dg not dis- 
aioe it by the umpurity of their 
lives, is the height of impiety and pre- 
sumption ; it is assuming a preroga- 
tive of God, who alone can try the 
hearts of men; and flying directly in 
the face cf one of his most peremp- 
tory commands, “ Judge not, that ye 
be not judged.” No, it rather be- 
comes us to treat them with the most 
scrupulous delicacy ; to be tender in 
speaking of the points of difference 
between us; never to interfere with 
their concerns, except in cases in 
which we can be useful to them, con- 
sistently with our own principles; to 
live with them in the exercise of all 
kind offices to associate with them 
as friends, and cherish for them the 
sincerest affection; to be gratified 
with all their spiritual attainments; 
and, humbly conscious of our own de- 
fects, sincerely hope they do excel us 
in many things good and praise-wor- 
chy ; and that both they and we may 
at length arrive at such Christian 
verfection, that we may, according 
to the design of our common Master, 
§nally become one fold, under one 
Shepherd ; and so hold the faith in 
unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, 
and righteousness of life here, that 
we may hereafter come to that bless- 
ed place, where division shall be 
known no more; and all, with one 
heart and one voice, unite in shouting 
forth the everlasting praises of God 
and the Lamb. 

I hope, therefore, respected Ladies, 
that with such views of our religion, 
and such dispositions of mind, you 
will persevere in your attachment to 
the Church to which you belong ; 
that you will continue your endea- 
vours to promote its welfare; that 
you will do all in your power to fur- 
nish it with intelligent, pious, and ac- 
complished ministers ; that you will, 
by the purity of your lives; the modest 
and ainiable simplicity of your man- 
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ners; a most scrupulous regard to 
your social and domestic duties; and 
a regular and devout attendance upon 
all the sacred ordinances of the 
Church ; 1 hope you wiii thus adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour. 

May God, for Christ’s sake, effuse 
his Grace into your hearts for this 
holy purpose ; and may his blessing 
rest for ever upon you. 


-_—- tC 


AS a Ee Am 


A Prayer for the inestimable Bless- 
mgs of Kedemption. 


Erernat God, the Lord and Fa- 
ther of all things both in Heaven and 
on earth, I prostrate myself before 
thee in all humility, and raise my 
heart in grateful praise and thanks- 
giving for the inestimable blessing 
which thou hast vouchsafed unto the 
sons of men, in sending thine only- 
begotten Son, the mighty God, the 
Prince of Peace, asthou hadst promis- 
ed by thy holy prophets. I bend in 
gratitude before thee for this graci- 
ous gift, this high behest, which thou, 
in thy merciful love towards the erea- 
tures of thy hand, hast bestowed upon 
me, vouchsafing to redeem, through 
the intercession of thy pure and im- 
maculate Son, a rebellious people, 
and to turn them from their perverse 
and sinful ways to the pure worship 
of thee, through the means and medi- 
ation of mal oo and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, the heir of all things, the 
brightness of thy glory, and the ex- 
press images of thy person. I praise, 
I Jaud, and } extol thy mercy and lov- 
ing-kindness towards us: O, let my 
gratitude bring forth the fruits of 
goodness, and aid me with thy Holy 
Spirit to put off the old, and to take 
upon me the new man; that so, by 
devoting myself to thy service in pur 
rity of worship, and simplicity of heart, 
the great sacrifice and atonement 
which thou hast accepted for the trans 
gressions of our former nature may 
not have been made in vain. Endue 


me with thy grace, and strengthen mein 
thy faith, fear, and love, that I may 
wean all mine affections from the 
things of this world, and fix them o# 
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the promises of that bliss eternal, 
which thou hast given me through thy 
Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ ; to whom, with thee and the 
Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, 
for ever and ever. 





—— aa 
Fairs, an Extract, 


Boru St. Peter and St. Paul, in 
speaking of the all-sufficiency of faith, 
guard their doctrine from abuse, by 
alluding to one or more of its essen- 
tial properties, in order that their 
converts might not boast of an ineffi- 
cient creed, while their hearts and 
conduct were unrenewed. Faith that 
ach gore the heart and worketh by 
ove, could not easily be supposed to 
mean a mere barren assent to the 
truth of Christianity. 

Among the characteristic properties 
of faith, there is no one more re- 
markable than that mentioned by St. 
John, and to which allusion has been 
already made, namely, that it “ over- 
cometh the world.” It is evident 
from universal experience, that no 
other principle can produce this effect. 
Faith, however, performs it by a 
mode of operation peculiar to itself; 
by presenting to the view things that 
are invisible, and showing their great 
superiority to the vanities of time and 
sense. The reason why men prefer 
this world to that which is to come, 
is not that their judgment is convinced, 
but that their passions are allured. 
Heaven is atlowedly the greater ob- 
ject, but it is distant and invisible ; 
whereas the world is ever at hand 
with its fascinations. It assumes every 
shape, addresses’ itself to every pas- 
sion, obtrudes into every recess. We 
are never free from its imiluence. 
Whatever we see around us is the 
world, and if we look into our own 
hearts, the world and worldliness are 
triumphant there. The voluptuous 
man worships it in the shape of plea- 
‘sure; the covetous, of gold; the am- 
bitious, of honour; the retired, of ease. 
Tt dwells in cities ; but, not confined 
to these, it seeks the lonely retreat; 
it enters the temple of the Almighty; 
it intrudes into the closet ef the most 


Faith, and Obedience, Extracts. 13 


heavenly minded Christian. Persons 
the most unlike in every other respect 
are here equally enslaved. The profli- 
gate and the moralist, the infidel and 
the ostentatious devotee, are undet 
its influence. Business and pleasure, 
pride and pretended humility, sensual 
and intellectual enjoyments, all par : 
take more or less of the world. 

An object thus prepossessing, and 
thus obtrusive, must, of necessity, 
influence our minds, unless something 
more important be introduced. “Now, 
faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen.” 
It brings Heaven nigh. It antedates 
eternity. It prevents the unhallowed 
intrusion of the world by pre-occu- 
pying its plaee, and presenting to the 
mind objects infinitely more impor- 
tant, and which are overlooked only 
because they are remote and spiritual. 
Upon every earthly scene it inscribes, 


“ Vanity of vauities, all is vanity ;” 


while it invests every thing relating 
to a future world with inconceivable 
importance. Men in general view 
Heaven as a dream, and earth as a 
reality, and their conduct corresponds 
to their perceptions; but faith reverses 
the scene, and thus “ it overcometh 
the world.” It presents motives 
to duty more foreible than the highest 
temporal considerations, whilst it as- 
sures us of that divine encouragement 
and support which alone can enable 
us to surmount every impediment. 
This is a double influence, and is not 
easily counteracted. 


—— 
OseEDIENcE, an. ExTract. 


Ir is to the motive we must chiefly 
look for the immense difference be- 
tween the moralist and the Christiany 
the Pharisee and the genuine diseiple. 
The good works of the one spring 
from a principle of gratitude and af- 
fection ; those of the other from ha- 
bit, or expediency, or fear, or at hest 
from an arrogant expectation of pur- 
chasing Heaven by the performance. 
The one is an obedient child, the 
other an unwilling slave. 

If, however, an earthly parent would 
not be satisfied with an obedience 
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wholly unprompted by affection, why 
should we offer the same insult to our 
Father which isin Heaven? No per- 
son who loves any object better than 
his Creator, can be said to be truly 
obedient. God requires our supreme 
and unrivalled affections; which be- 
ing once engaged, our conduct will 
necessarily become holy and accepta- 
ble in his eyes. 

To render obedience complete, it 
must be constant and unremitted. 
There are no excepted moments in 
which a rival is allowed. Amidst 
the fatigues and the amxieties of life, 
our spirit must be uniformly Christian. 
Religion, though not always in our 
thoughts, must be so interwoven with 
the first springs of action, as to be 
always conspicuous in our conduct. 
Surrounded with the worshippers of 
the world, we must never bow our 
knee to their enchanting idol. The 
apostle exhorts us in the very same 
verse both to be diligent in business 
and “ fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord;” so that the importance of our 
callings in life is by no means an ex- 
cuse for our neglect of eternal con- 
cerns. God is far from accepting 
that aguish piety which works itse!f 
up into a warn lit of devotion every 
seventh day, and then contentedly 
shivers and freezes the other six. Our 
devotion should be the regular glow 
of a soul in spiritual health, and not 
the alternate frost and fever of mere 
sentimental Christianity. A few tears 
shed in passion-week will not evince 
our love for the Redeemer, if we are 
deliberately “ crucifying him afresh, 
and putting him to an open shame” 
during the remainder of the year. Un- 
usually solemn occasions, it is true, 
call for unusually solemn acts; but 
the general impression should remain 
long after the individual act has ceas- 
ed. ‘The Gospel being intended for 
all ages, and climates, and conditions 
in life, was made of such a nature 
that its energy might be unintermitted 
in every possible variety of circum- 
stince. Had it simply consisted of a 
stated routine of cerémonies, its ope- 
ration must frequently have been sus- 
pended, or even rendered wholly im- 
practicable ; but what season or ctr- 
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cumstance is there which: can prevent 
the obedience of the heart? In busi- 
ness and at leisure, at home and 
abroad, in prosperity and adversity, 
in sickness and in health, the habitual 
desire to obey God will find means 
to operate in acts appropriate to the 
occasion. ‘There is no moment in 
which there is not some temptation 
tu be avoided, none in which there is 
nut some duty to be performed. 
——— ry 


Narttonat Epvcation Socrrry. 
(From the Religious Monitor.) 


On the Sth of June, the National 
Society, for the Education of the 
Poor in the Principles of the Esta- 
blished Church, held its annual meet- 
ing at the Central School, in Bald- 
win’s Gardens. 

His Grace the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury took the chair, supported by 
the Archbishop of York, and the 
Bishops of Exeter, Salisbury, St. 
Asaph, Carlisle, Ely, Chester, Glou- 
cester, Oxford, and Landaff; the 
Archdeacons of London, Buckingham, 
Northumberland, Huntingdon, and 
Chichester ; Lords Kenyon and Rad- 
stock; Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Dan- 
combe, Mr. Ashton Smith, Mr. G. 
Gipps, and a numerous and highly 
respectable assembly of the clergy 
and laity. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury 
opened the business of the day in 
nearly the following words :-—“ [ have 
the honour to meet you for the sixth 
time, to receive the Annual Report 
of your General Committee ; and I 
meet you with more than ordinary 
satisfaction, because the hopes which 
I ventured to express when last I 
filled this chair have been realized. 
The law officers of the crown, by the 
gracious directions of his Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regent, have pre- 
pared a charter, which, having re- 
ceived the sanction of the great seal, 
has been this day accepted by your 
Committee, on behalf of the mem- 
bers at latge ; and the National So- 
ciety now constitutes one of the great 
incorporated charities of the empire. 
I now request the Secretary to read 
us the Report.” 
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The Report having been read by 
the Rev. T. T. Walmsley, the Secre- 
tary; his Grace thus resumed :— 

“T rise with great satisfaction, 
after hearing this Report, because it 
developes most clearly the progress 
of the national system under the 
care of your Comittee. It appears 
that the number of scholars im your 
Central School has increased one 
hundred and sixty-nine ; making the 
number now in attendance nine hun- 
dred and seventy-four, being as many 
as the school can conveniently hold ; 
a decisive proof that the master and 
mistress have discharged their duty. 
The state of the Central School is a 
matter of the very first importance, 
oti the ground that it is the resort 
from whence all other schools are to 
receive information. 

“ The training of masters, another 
important branch of the Committee’s 
care, has received particular atten- 
tion; and great numbers of those, 
thus trained, are now diffusing the 
system both in this kingdom and 
abroad. These exertions have not 
been made without incurring great 
expense ; and it appears that the dis- 
bursements have exceeded the annual 
receipts by upwards of 10001; This 
circumstance has been occasioned by 
many persons having withdrawn their 
subscriptions from the general fund, 
and applied them to the support of 
schools in their own immediate neigh- 
bourhood. ‘The expense of training 
masters in the Central School alone, 
during the last year, has been upwards 
of 500/. 

« The extent to which the labours 
of the Committee have gone may be 
estimated, when we learn that no 
fewer than two hundred and thirty- 
three schools have been united to this 
Society in the course of the last year, 
making the whole number now united 
one thousand and nine. 

* Your attention is farther called 
to the increased number of children 
now under instruction in the princi- 
ples of the Established Church. It 
is estimated that the scholars now 
taught upon the plan and principles 
of our Society, of whom no official in- 
timation has been received by the 
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Committee, amount te no less than 
forty thousand. Of these it is proba- 
ble that many are, in fact, united to 
District Commtees in the country, 
though no regular return has yet been 
received from them. I arm happy to 
say, that the scholars, of whom regu- 
lar returns have been received by the 
Secretary, amount to one hundred 
and fifty-five thousand. The num- 
ber of scholars now educating, accord- 
ing to the plan and prineiples of our 
Society, cannot, therefore, be much 
less than two hundred thousand. 
When you connect this statement 
with the rapid succession of scholars 
which takes place in our schools, some 
idea may be formed of the good which 
has been done, and which is now 
doing throughout the island. Nor 
has the benefit of our plan been con- 
fined to this kingdom only; the colo- 
mies and several foreign nations have 
largely participated; a reflection 
which, to the liberal feelings of an 
Englishman, will afford the highest 
gratification. 

“ The expenditure of our funds has 
proceeded nearly to their whole ex- 
tent ; and, I trust, we have not been 
faulty in giving an assurance, that 
although there is a deficiency at pre- 
sent, we expect a fresh spring in the 
bounty of our fellow countrymen: 
Three thousand pounds only now re- 
main, and this we will liberally dis- 
pense, trusting, that when the public 
know our wants, and see our efforts, 
we shall not have reason to regret 
our liberality. 

“ The result of the whole appears 
to be, that with a sum of about 
30,0001. upwards of a thousand schools 
have been united with this Society,, 
and twe hundred thousand children 
are enjoying the benefit of a religious 
education. We hope this result 
shows that your Committee have en- 
deavoured to do their duty. It must 
not, and will not be forgotten, that 
putting books into the hands of this 
immense population may be the means 
of doing infinite good, if rightly su- 
perintended; and the means of doing 
infinite mischief, if left loose and un- 
directed to their proper channel.” 

Mr. Joshua Watson, the treasurer, 


























16 Anecdote.—New Publicatious. 


stated, that the Vice-Chancellor and 
the Lord Chief Baron, the auditors 
of the accounts, had commissioned 
him to express their satisfaction at 
heing enabled to render their services 
to the Society —Various persons of 
distinction spoke at the meeting, and 
concurred in testifying the merits and 
the importance of the institution. 
pS 
AN ANECDOTE. 

Dirricutt as the consequence of 
reproof may appear to a delicate 
mind; yet if the conviction of its 
propriety was more frequently at- 
tended to, effects would, most proba- 
bly, be often produced; which, if not 
accompanied with the desired change 
in the party reproved, might admi- 
nister some secret satisfaction to the 
reprover. ‘The writer of the subse- 
quent occurrence, some years since, 
dined at an ordinary; when his feel- 
ings were, for a long time, painfully 
-xercised by the profaneness and in- 
decency, which distinguished the con- 
versation of a person; who sat near 
to him, of genteel appearance. At 
length overcome by the horrid impiety, 
he interposed with “ Hush!” This 
was immediately resented with “ What 
do you mean?” The reply was, “ You 
swore, Sir ;” which occasioned an ex- 
pected return of indignant observa- 
tions; when, in answer, it was sug- 
gested, “ You doubtless would be 
considered a gentleman: now, true 
politeness must necessarily discover 
itself in endeavouring to avoid every 
thing which might excite pain in the 
minds of our company; and you ap- 
pear, Sir, not to recollect, that oaths 
and curses cannot but be offensive to 
persons of the least moral decency.” 
Reflections upon religion ensued, and 
methodism was a term not omitted : 
to all which, retiring, I observed,— 
“ Sir, religion is not the subject of 
my address: my appeal is made to 
your feelings, independent of the 
awful sanctions of that sacred subject. 
Had you a friend, whose remem- 
brance was dear; if his name was 
reproachfully used, you would con- 
sider yourself bound to vindicate it 
to the utmost of your power. Re- 
member, Sir, when you are profan- 
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ing the glorious name of God, some 
one may be present who may rejoice 
in this, that God is his friend; and 
who, consequently, cannot hear with 
indifference his honour attacked.” 
Truth triumphed ; for, as the writer 
was informed, this confession was ex- 
torted, “ We are bad fellows, and re- 
quire to be taken down sometimes.” 


——— we ee 
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The Variation of Public Opinion and 
Feelings considered, as it respects Reli- 
gion. A Sermon preached before the Right 
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